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Bookmark Book 
Light Kit for 

beginners 

Advanced Kit for 
other projects 

Project Finishing 
Kit to complement 
an Electric Sewing 
Learning Center 

 
Two options for 

All 3 Kits: 

1.) shows a sewing 
needle included 

in the kit 

2.) shows a sewing 
needle as a material 

needed at home 
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1. Starting a makerspace in a school or library takes a lot of time, and usually lots of 
space, which may not be feasible in your current building.  Even without a 
designated space for making, you can still encourage problem-solving skills 
and creativity by circulating maker kits for students to use at home.  Click 
here for more information about the maker movement. 

2. This product contains materials for creating up to 3 different electric 
sewing circulating maker kits for students to check out from the library.  
Each kit may contain paper design templates, sew-able electronic components, 
conductive thread, and felt for students to create circuits with fabric.  Depending on 
what your students are likely to have available in their home, you might also include 
a sewing needle and/or colored pencils for designing. 

3. Checking the kits in and out will involve checking if parts need to be refilled, so it 
helps to use a 3-ring binder with a clear zippered pencil pouch to hold 
the electronic components.  The zippered pouch or zip-top bag also prevents 
them from falling out of binder (see photos). 

4. The materials list on the “Cataloging and Processing Directions” includes 
necessary and suggested components to create each of the kits.  The links are NOT 
paid advertisements, promotions, or affiliate links. 

5. If you are concerned that circulating maker kits could undermine your 
reading promotion efforts, you might consider increasing your student 
checkout limit.  Our school library currently checks out 5 items (books, audiobooks, 
and maker kits) to students.  Maker kits are checked out to students in 2nd grade 
and up, and the ones that involve electricity are for 4th grade and up. 

6. FREE MARC records for the Electric Sewing Circulating Kits are included in the 
product and also available through my blog at A Wrinkle in Tech.  I use the call 
number “KIT SEW” for all of the kits in this product.  The MARC record is for 1 
copy of each kit but you can modify it as needed. 

7. Consider making a quart or gallon zip-top bag of the individually-
packaged consumable electronic parts, like LED lights.  When you have the 
parts ready to go, it is easier to refill and keep the kit in circulation.  When you 
order electronic parts from Adafruit or Sparkfun, you’ll get LOTS of small zip-top 
bags too. 

8. Terms of Use – This product is copyrighted by Collette J. aka Mrs. J in the 
Library.  By purchasing this product, you are purchasing a one-user license, so 
please do not share this product with others.  Feel free to edit any of the TEXT (not 
graphic) content according to your needs.   

9. Graphics Terms of Use – This product was created using licensed graphics from 
several graphics/clipart artists (listed on last page). It is a violation of copyright law 
to “lift” or remove the graphics for other purposes. To obtain your own license, visit 
the artists’ websites. 

10. If you found my product useful, please leave feedback at: 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Makerspace-Starter-Electric-
Sewing-Circulating-Kit-Materials-3416692.  
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For each electric sewing kit, you will need: 

Quantity Item Notes 
1 3-volt coin cell battery 

(CR2032) 
Amazon usually has the best deals. 

1 LilyPad battery holder from 
Sparkfun 

Adafruit sells another one, but the 
LilyPad one is MUCH easier to use for 

beginners. 

1 or more LilyPad LED or  
LED Sequin 

One needed for bookmark kit; can 
include more in advanced kit if 

desired and budget allows. 

2 Alligator clips Shorter ones are best. 

1 Small spool of conductive 
thread from Adafruit or 

Sparkfun 

I like to wrap smaller pieces around 
cardboard or plastic embroidery floss 

bobbins.  16-20 times around the 
bobbin is enough for a project.  

1 Sewing needle or a small 
travel sewing kit like this one 

(optional, but encouraged) 

All materials in this product have 
versions for including a needle or not, 

depending on how comfortable you 
are with circulating something sharp.  
Consider your community and how 

likely it is that your students or 
patrons will have access to a sewing 
needle at home.  If you do include it, 

make sure it’s the right size to fit 
through the holes of the LED lights! 

1 Sewing needle magnetic 
holder like a Needle Nest 

(optional) 

If you do include a sewing needle, you 
may want to keep it in a separate 

container in the parts bag.  You can 
also glue a piece of craft magnet strip 
inside the binder pouch cover or spine 

to prevent the needle from falling 
under the binder rings. 

 

Also needed for each bookmark kit: 

Craft felt, pre-cut from 9” x 12” sheets  
(see Teacher’s Notes) 

Not necessary, but can be included in each kit 
as budget allows: 

1 LilyTiny or LilyTwinkle microcontroller 
1 box of colored pencils 

https://www.amazon.com/Sony-CR2032-Lithium-Coin-Cell/dp/B008XBK7PG/
https://www.sparkfun.com/products/13883
https://www.sparkfun.com/products/13902
https://www.adafruit.com/product/1758
https://www.adafruit.com/product/1592
https://www.adafruit.com/product/640
https://www.sparkfun.com/products/13814
https://www.amazon.com/DMC-6101-Cardboard-Bobbins-56-Pack/dp/B004GJBHO4/
https://www.amazon.com/DMC-6101-Cardboard-Bobbins-56-Pack/dp/B004GJBHO4/
https://www.sparkfun.com/products/10405
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B015YHM6D2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B015YHM6D2
https://www.amazon.com/Dritz-Quilters-Needle-Nest-Needles/dp/B001UAKKX6/


 

Cataloging and Processing Directions 
 

1. To prepare each Electric Sewing circulating maker kit, you will need 
a space to store your kits, as well as: 

• 3-ring binder – regular letter-size, or smaller mini binders 

• Alternatively, you could use a clear zipper bags with handles, like 
the ones that bed sheets or curtains come in. 

• 2 rectangular stickers (2” x 4”) for the supplies label and the 
return label 

• 2-5 page protectors, depending on what you include in the kit. 

• 1 clear zippered pencil pouch or zip-top bag to store the 
supplies – (I like these for full-size binders or these for mini binders 
– not affiliate links). You can also use a quart-size zip-top bag with 
the bottom duct-taped and 3-hole-punched (how-to link #1 and #2), 
or fold down the top of a page protector and glue some hook-and-
loop strips on the top to make a pocket. 

• You can also add additional small zip-top bags for the consumable 
parts, but this is optional. 

2. If you are including felt, cut your 9” x 12” felt sheets into eight  
6” x 2.25” pieces for the bookmarks.  If you aren’t including it, you can 
add it to the “needed from home” section of the cover. 

3. Customize (if you like) and print 1 front cover, 1 back cover, and a 
binder spine.  Print and attach a barcode and/or spine label, 
and attach to the back cover and binder spine.  Slide these into the 
outer plastic pockets of your binder. 

4. Print the 2” x 4” supplies label and/or return label, and stick 
them to the zippered pouch so you (and your students) know what 
needs to be returned.  Cover the labels with clear packaging tape or 
book repair tape to prevent removal. 

5. Print several copies of the design templates and 1 copy of the 
instruction sheet for each kit.  If you are using the PDF files, make 
sure to print them at 100% scale, NOT “fit to printer margins.”  Slide 
them into the page protectors and clip into the binder. 

6. Clip in the zippered pouch and fill it with the corresponding items 
on the supplies label stickers. 

7. Upload the MARC records to your online catalog and shelve 
your maker kits! 

http://www.amazon.com/Advantus-Zippered-Binder-Enforced-67024/dp/B004I2HYMS/
http://www.amazon.com/Day-Timer-Vinyl-Pouch-Inches-D87219B/dp/B00007LP00/
http://www.classroomdiy.com/2012/06/diy-pencil-pouches.html
http://www.instructables.com/id/Duct-tape-and-Storage-bag-binder-pencil-pocket/
http://wp.me/pheWo-oT


 

 

 
  



 

Makerspace Starter: 

GoldieBlox™ 

Circulating  

Maker Kits 

 

Makerspace Starter: 

Paper Circuits 

Circulating Maker Kits 

with Nursery Rhyme Cards
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